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Presentation Overview
1. Description of MIT mandate
2. Description of data collected
3. Trends identified in the watershed
4. Areas of risk or concern to the watershed
5. Information gaps and follow-up reports
6. Recommendations regarding policy
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• Our mandate is to establish and 
manage Manitoba’s highways

• We have responsibilities for 
maintaining drainage and ditches 
along provincial highways
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MIT mandate



• Our Department maintains an 
inventory for all of our highways

• All of the following information 
is available at:

http://web2.gov.mb.ca/mli/
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Inventory includes:
• Location of highways
• Traffic volumes
• Pavement structures
• Right-of-way widths
• Culverts and signs
• Bridge sites
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Bridge site information:
• Structure location
• Structure type and size
• Year of construction
• Design flows

We are in the process of making all of this 
data available in a digital form
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• Higher public expectations regarding   
levels of service

• Drainage improvements along 
roadways are leading to slope failures

• Increase in roadside development 
requiring drainage improvements
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Higher public expectations

• The majority of requests our 
Department receives are related to 
drainage

• Urban expectations in rural settings
The public now expects minor drainage 

issues to be addressed
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Trends Identified in the Watershed
•Increase in roadside development 
requiring drainage improvements
•Developments such as Isobord and 
Simplot required improvements to 
local drainage
•There has been an increase in rural 
industrial and residential developments
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Risks Identified in the Watershed
•Drainage improvements leading to 
roadway slope failures
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Risks Identified in the Watershed
Roadway slope failures
•Shear key repair costs run  $50 to $65 per foot to 
construct
•DFA has covered these costs in the past in 
disaster areas
•However this policy is currently being 
reconsidered
•Local governments may become responsible for 
millions of dollars in repair costs
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Information Gaps and Follow-Up Reports

•Our Department would appreciate current and 
detailed drainage maps
•Maps detailing navigable waterways and fish 
bearing streams would also be helpful
•We would also appreciate clarification of roles 
and responsibilities of the various governments 
and government agencies within the watershed
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Detailed Drainage Maps and Agency 
Responsibilities

Ad-Hoc drainage
•One agency acting independently of other agencies
•Micro-Planning to address specific issues

Ramifications of Ad-Hoc drainage
•Potential for negative impacts both upstream and downstream
•Loss of potential synergies between agencies
•Strained relationships between stakeholders
•Potential of increased costs to agencies
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Policy Recommendations

Our Department would like to see the development of 
standards for drainage to address:
•Slope failures
•Steep roadway slopes (a roadside hazard for motorists)
•Erosion control

Overall, the process for implementing drainage 
improvements must be clearly defined
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Questions?


