
 
 
May 15, 2009 
 
 
Dear Watershed Planning Advisory Team member: 
 
RE: REQUEST FOR REVIEW OF THE DRAFT LA SALLE RIVER INTEGRATED 
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
Please find attached the May 12, 2009 DRAFT copy of the La Salle River Integrated 
Watershed Management Plan, for your review. 
 
We are requesting that you provide your comments prior to June 19, 2009 to Keith 
Wallcraft at k.wallcraft@lasalleredboine.com and Patrick Watson at 
Patrick.Watson@gov.mb.ca.  Based on the comments we receive back from this letter of 
request, we will be gauging whether or not we feel that there is a need to hold another 
WPAT meeting.  Also, feel free to indicate whether you think we need to hold another 
WPAT meeting. 
 
Please contact Keith Wallcraft, La Salle Redboine Conservation District Manager, at 
(204) 526-2578 or Patrick Watson, Manitoba Water Stewardship, at (204) 346-6115 with 
any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Keith Wallcraft 
LSRBCD Manager and member of Project Management Team 
 
cc:  Rodney Burns, Chair Project Management Team 

Roland Rasmussen, Project Management Team 
Patrick Watson, Project Management Team 
Toby Trimble, Chair LSRBCD 

 

 
Attachment: La Salle River Integrated Watershed Management Plan, DRAFT – May 12, 2009 

 

Box 220   Holland, MB  Canada   R0G 0X0 

Ph: 204.526.2578 Fax: 204.526.2298 Toll Free: 1-866-895-4735 

E-mail: mail@lasalleredboine.com  www.lasalleredboine.com 

 



 

 

Objective:    Remove excess debris and garbage from the La Salle River 

 
Actions: 

 Remove debris blockages from the La Salle River at sites that may damage crossing 
infrastructure or cause overland flooding 

 
 Encourage and support local communities in undertaking La Salle River clean-up events 

 
Measure of success: 

 Majority of the debris blockages in the La Salle River have been cleaned up  
 Local communities have adopted annual river clean-up events throughout the watershed 

 

 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers planting trees along La Salle River near Elie 
 
 

Objective: Provide watershed awareness, education and participation 
opportunities to the public 

 
Actions: 

 Provide watershed management education to local communities and schools through 
presentations, fact sheets, literature, newspaper articles and public service 
announcements 

 
 Build the capacity of municipal governments, organizations and residents by sponsoring 

land and water management related workshops and field tours and incorporating 
watershed management presentations into municipal and agriculture extension activities 
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 Develop watershed education / interpretive highway rest-stop sites at locations throughout 
the watershed 

 
 Continue to improve and update watershed management information on the La Salle 

Redboine CD website  
 
Measure of success: 

 Watershed residents are aware of existing opportunities to improve their watershed and 
are participating in watershed stewardship activities 

 La Salle Redboine CD is a well respected and valued organization and is seen as the 
“Steward” of the La Salle River 

 Three new watershed education / interpretive highway rest-stop sites has been developed 
 La Salle Redboine CD is operating a very useful and informative website 

 

      

17 



 

Figure 5 – Surface Water Management Plan and Policies in the La Salle River Watershed 
 
Folded 11 x 17 map 
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6.0   WATERSHED POLICIES         
 
The Water Planning Authority will strive to adhere to the following general watershed policies for 
the La Salle River Watershed. 
 

1. Technical assistance and financial incentive programs should be available to encourage 
beneficial management practices that conserve wildlife and riparian habitat and protect 
and enhance water quality and aquatic ecosystems. 

 
2. New development should not impose negative impacts on the existing surface water 

drainage system, aquatic ecosystems, water quality and quantity, or groundwater. 
 

3. Water quality protection programming and activities should be given the highest priority 
in designated source water protection zones. 

 
4. Water storage / retention projects should be incorporated into water management 

planning as a way of reducing flooding and erosion, improving water quality, providing 
wildlife habitat, and recharging groundwater aquifers. 

 
5. Maintenance of existing drains shall receive higher priority over reconstruction upgrades 

or new drains. 
 

6. Land subject to serious flooding and that which is not flood protected, should be left in a 
natural state, enhanced as a water storage / retention site, or developed for recreational 
purposes. 
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7.0   IMPLEMENTATION           
 
As the Water Planning Authority for the La Salle River Watershed, and the organization 
responsible for the overall delivery and activation of the plan, the La Salle Redboine 
Conservation District realizes that this plan is not only for residents of the La Salle River 
Watershed but for all Manitobans.  In order to succeed at reaching the watershed goals, they 
need to work together with many organizations and individuals and combine all available human 
and financial resources. 
 
Their watershed partners include: 

 Landowners 
 Municipal governments 
 Community groups and local associations 
 Local businesses 
 Planning Districts 
 Provincial government 
 Federal government 

 
Appendix B lists some general activities that local watershed residents can participate in to 
protect, conserve and restore the health of the La Salle River Watershed. 
 
The La Salle Redboine Conservation District currently receives an annual grant of $270,000 
(2007-08) from the Manitoba Water Stewardship - Conservation Districts Program in order to 
assist with the delivery of land and water management programs and to implement the actions 
identified in the plan.  In addition, the Conservation District receives financial support of over 
$90K from its municipal partners, and because of its non-profit charitable status, is able to 
acquire additional money from other available funding programs. 
 
Although many of the actions identified in the plan will be initiated and monitored over the next 
five years, due to actions being successfully completed and the emergence of new technologies 
and scientific understandings, there will likely be a need to adjust some of the original 
assumptions.  The Water Planning Authority will undertake a periodic review of the plan every 
year with the objective of ensuring its successful implementation and relevance in meeting the 
original objectives and will provide the progress update in their annual newsletter.  Assessment 
of the overall health of the La Salle River Watershed will develop as a joint effort between the La 
Salle Redboine Conservation District and a variety of Provincial and Federal government 
branches mandated with the management of the land and water resources in the watershed. 
 
Celebrating successes will also become an integral part of the annual work plan of the La Salle 
Redboine Conservation District.  Landowners and organizations supporting improvements and 
making changes throughout the watershed will be recognized and thanked for their contributions 
to improving the health and maintaining the sustainability of the La Salle River Watershed.  
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Table 2 – Implementation of the La Salle River Integrated Watershed Management Plan 
 

# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

1 

Establish a Source Water 
Protection Committee 
comprised of representatives 
from Manitoba Water 
Stewardship, LSRBCD and 
Municipalities to identify and 
assess the risks to the two 
drinking water sources in the 
watershed 

LSRBCD 

MWS - Office of 
Drinking Water, 
Groundwater 
Management, 
Municipalities 

2009-2010 

2 

Target source water 
protection programming and 
activities to the two source 
water protection zones at 
Sanford and Elm Creek 

LSRBCD 

Landowners, 
Municipalities, 
MWS, MHHC, 
MAFRI, PFRA 

2009-2019 

3 

Establish a Working Group 
comprised of representatives 
of Manitoba Water 
Stewardship, MIT, LSRBCD 
and Municipalities to develop 
surface water management 
plan and policies for the La 
Salle River Watershed 

LSRBCD 

MWS - Water 
Control Systems 

Management, MB 
Infrastructure and 

Transportation, 
Municipalities 

2009-2010 

4 

Investigate the feasibility of an 
Ecological Goods and 
Services type program and 
providing tax credits to 
landowners that protect or 
restore critical riparian areas 

LSRBCD 
MHHC, MWS, 
Municipalities, 

Ducks Unlimited 
2009-2010 

5 

Protect and enhance 
wetlands in the Central La 
Salle River sub-district with 
financial incentives and 
conservation agreements 

LSRBCD 
Landowners, 

MHHC, Ducks 
Unlimited, MWS 

2009-2019 
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# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

6 

Identify and develop water 
control / retention projects in 
the Central La Salle River 
sub-district 

LSRBCD 

Landowners, MWS 
- Water Control 

Systems 
Management, MB 
Infrastructure and 

Transportation, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

7 

Encourage the establishment 
and maintenance of 
permanent cover along 
waterways to minimize soil 
loss and stream bank erosion 

LSRBCD 
MAFRI, MHHC, 

Landowners, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

8 

Provide incentive programs 
for producers to implement 
beneficial management 
practices that reduce or 
eliminate excess nutrients 
from entering waterways 

LSRBCD 

MAFRI, PFRA, 
MHHC, Ducks 

Unlimited, MWS, 
MB Conservation, 

Landowners 

2009-2019 

9 
Seal all abandoned wells 
throughout the watershed 

LSRBCD 

MWS - Office of 
Drinking Water, 
Groundwater 
Management, 
Landowners 

2009-2019 

10 

Encourage all owners of 
private wells to perform a well 
assessment, implement 
wellhead protection measures 
and have their well water 
tested annually 

LSRBCD 

Landowners, MWS 
- Office of Drinking 

Water, 
Groundwater 
Management, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

11 

Utilize Conservation 
Agreements and other 
financial and technical 
assistance programs to 
secure existing critical riparian 
areas and rehabilitate 
degraded / impacted riparian 
areas along the La Salle River 

LSRBCD 
Landowners,  

MHHC, MAFRI, 
MWS, PFRA,  

2009-2019 
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# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

12 

Undertake riparian 
rehabilitation projects 
identified in the La Salle River 
Watershed Assessment 
Survey – 2006 

LSRBCD 

Landowners,  
MHHC, 

Municipalities, 
MAFRI, PFRA 

2009-2019 

13 

Encourage and support local 
communities in undertaking 
La Salle River clean-up 
events 

LSRBCD 
Landowners, 

Municipalities,  
2009-2019 

14 

Provide watershed 
management education to 
local communities and 
elementary schools through 
presentations, fact sheets, 
literature, newspaper articles 
and public service 
announcements 

LSRBCD 
Schools, 

Landowners 
2009-2019 

15 

Build the capacity of 
municipal governments, 
organizations and residents 
by sponsoring land and water 
management related 
workshops and field tours and 
incorporating watershed 
management presentations 
into municipal and agriculture 
extension activities 

LSRBCD 

MAFRI, MWS, 
MHHC, 

Landowners, 
Ducks Unlimited, 

PFRA 

2009-2019 

16 

Develop watershed education 
/ interpretive highway rest-
stop sites at locations 
throughout the watershed 

LSRBCD 

MB Infrastructure 
and 

Transportation, 
Landowners, 

Ducks Unlimited, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

17 

Continue to improve and 
update watershed 
management information on 
the La Salle Redboine CD  
website 

LSRBCD Municipalities 2009-2019 
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# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

18 

Provide local communities 
with information on nuisance 
and invasive species and how 
to manage them and stop 
them from spreading into 
other areas 

LSRBCD 

MAFRI, MWS - 
Water Science and 

Management, 
Landowners, 

Ducks Unlimited, 
LSRBCD 

2009-2010 

19 

Remove debris blockages 
from the La Salle River at 
sites that may damage 
crossing infrastructure or 
cause overland flooding 

LSRBCD 

MB Infrastructure 
and 

Transportation, 
Municipalities, 
Landowners 

2009-2012 

20 

Develop a detailed Surface 
Water Management Pilot 
Project (Drainage Plan) in a 
representative sub-watershed 
in the La Salle River 
Watershed 

MWS - Water Control 
Systems Management 

MB Infrastructure 
and 

Transportation, 
LSRBCD, 

Municipalities 

2009-2010 

21 

Develop digital maps of flood-
prone and spring / summer 
flooding areas in the 
watershed 

MWS - Water Control 
Systems Management 

MB Conservation, 
MB Infrastructure 

and 
Transportation, 

LSRBCD, PFRA 

2009-2011 

22 

Involve the La Salle Redboine 
CD in the development and 
review of the annual 
maintenance schedule and 5-
year work plans for Provincial 
Waterways infrastructure 

MWS - Water Control 
Systems Management 

MB Infrastructure 
and 

Transportation, 
LSRBCD 

2009-2019 
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# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

23 

Involve the La Salle Redboine 
CD in the review process for 
all new drains and drainage 
upgrade applications 

MWS - Water Control 
Works and Drainage 

Licensing 
LSRBCD 2009-2019 

24 

Provide all watershed 
residents with an information 
brochure that outlines the 
process of applying for 
drainage works and water use 
licenses and contains all 
related contact information 

MWS - Water Control 
Works and Drainage 

Licensing 

LSRBCD, 
Municipalities 

2009-2010 

25 

Ensure that Manitoba Water 
Stewardship - Water 
Resource Officers are 
available to investigate 
drainage works, distribute 
drainage work applications for 
review and assessment, and 
follow-up on and enforce 
conditions applied to 
approved licenses 

MWS - Water Control 
Works and Drainage 

Licensing 

Municipalities, 
LSRBCD, MB 

Infrastructure and 
Transportation 

2009-2019 

26 

Conduct scientific research on 
the options for disposal of 
nutrient-rich municipal lagoon 
wastewater 

MB Conservation 

MWS - Water 
Science and 

Management, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

27 

Continue the long-term water 
quality monitoring programs 
and support additional water 
quality related research 

MWS - Water Science 
and Management 

LSRBCD, 
Municipalities 

2009-2019 

28 

Develop feasible science-
based targets for nutrient 
concentration reductions 
necessary for the La Salle 
River 

MWS - Water Science 
and Management 

LSRBCD 2009-2010 
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# Action Organization Partners 
Time 
frame 

29 

Complete an assessment 
report of all the licensed water 
control structures in the La 
Salle River Watershed 

MB Infrastructure and 
Transportation 

MWS - Water 
Control Systems 

Management, 
LSRBCD, 

Municipalities 

2009-2011 

30 

Conduct an analysis of the 
flooding issues at the Elm 
Creek Channel and determine 
the most achievable and 
beneficial options to mitigate 
the issues 

MB Infrastructure and 
Transportation 

MWS - Water 
Control Systems 

Management, 
Municipalities, 

LSRBCD, 
Landowners 

2009-2010 

31 

Provide agriculture extension 
programs to help producers 
assess the environmental risk 
of their operations and 
encourage soil testing 

MB Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Initiatives 

PFRA, MB 
Conservation, 

LSRBCD, 
Landowners 

2009-2019 

32 

Harmonize / develop 
municipal zoning by-laws 
regarding development in 
riparian areas 

Municipalities 
Landowners,  

LSRBCD 
2009-2019 

33 

Develop municipal 
development plan zoning by-
laws that restrict and manage 
activities in the source water 
protection zones of the two 
drinking water sources in the 
watershed 

Municipalities 
Landowners,  

LSRBCD 
2009-2019 

34 

Construct ring dykes at 
specific locations in the 
Central La Salle River sub-
district to protect rural 
residences from flooding 

Municipalities 
Landowners, 

LSRBCD 
2009-2011 
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APPENDIX A: WATERSHED PLANNING ADVISORY TEAM – MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 
Community groups and local associations  
Assiniboine Community College Central Manitoba Resource Management 
Bon Homme Colony Brant Wood Colony 
Community of Sanford Cross Country Snow Drifters, RM Macdonald
Club Snow - Portage la Prairie Central Plains/White Plains Regional Dev. 
Community of Elm Creek Community of Springstein  
Community of Fannystelle Community of St. Claude  
Community of Haywood Community of St. Eustache  
Community of La Salle Community of St. Norbert  
Community of Oakville Community of Starbuck  
Dairy Farmers of Manitoba Homewood Colony  
Domain Recreation Club Huron Colony  
Elm River Colony Iberville Colony  
Grand Colony International Erosion Control Assoc - NPC 
James Valley Colony  Manitoba Cattle Producers Association 
Keystone Agricultural Producers Manitoba Pork Council 
La Salle District Chamber of Commerce Manitoba Pulse Growers Association 
Manitoba Canola Growers Association Manitoba Zero Tillage Research Assoc. 
Milltown Colony Portage la Prairie School Division 
Nature Conservancy of Canada Portage Planning District 
Organic Producers Association Prairie Fruit Growers Association 
Portage Economic & Community Dev. Prairie Rose School Division 
Prairie Spirit School Division RM of Grey 
Rivers West RM of MacDonald 
RM of Cartier RM of Portage 
RM of Ritchot St. Claude Game & Fish 
Rosedale Colony Starlite Colony 
Sanford Collegiate Sunnyside Colony 
Snoflies - Carman & Area Vegetable Growers Association of Manitoba 
Vermillion Colony Waldhiem Colony 
White Plains Recreation District White Plains Crop Improvement Association 
White Plains Crop Improvement Assoc. Winnipeg Naturalist Services Branch 
 
Science and technical support agencies 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada –  
PFRA 

MB Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 
(MAFRI) – Agro Woodlot 

Conservation Data Centre Environment Canada 
Delta Marsh Field Station Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Ducks Unlimited Canada MB Habitat Heritage Corporation (MHHC) 
MB Conservation - Remote Sensing / 
Regional Operations 

MB Water Stewardship – Fisheries / 
Groundwater / Water Resources / Use 
Licensing / Drinking Water / Water Quality  

MB Intergovernmental Affairs MB Science, Technology, Energy & Mines 
MB Infrastructure and Transportation MB Water Services Board 
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APPENDIX B: LOCAL PARTICIPATION TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE THE HEALTH 
OF THE LA SALLE RIVER WATERSHED 

 
All watershed residents can play a role in ensuring the long-term health and sustainability of the 
La Salle River Watershed. 
 
Here are some suggestions on how you can help: 
 
At Home: 

 Use low phosphorus or phosphate-free detergents, soaps and household cleaners 
 Maintain the La Salle River by protecting natural riparian vegetation and removing 

garbage and debris from the river and river banks 
 Initiate and organize an annual river clean-up or tree planting day within your community 
 Ensure that your septic system is functioning properly and is serviced on a regular basis 
 Get your abandoned well sealed 
 If your water comes from a well, have it tested annually 
 Use energy and water efficient fixtures / appliances to reduce water consumption 
 Find out where your drinking water comes from 

 
On the Farm: 

 Ensure farm drainage is licensed and constructed following proper design principles of 
no net increase of nutrients to waterways and no destruction of aquatic habitat 

 Control drainage from property to eliminate potential flooding threat to downstream 
neighbors 

 Value and maintain wetlands as essential parts of the landscape puzzle 
 Don’t apply fertilizers or livestock manure next to waterways 
 Keep livestock and manure storage sites away from waterways and out of flood prone 

areas 
 Consider spring rather than fall fertilizer application to reduce losses from flooding and 

runoff 
 Incorporate Phytase into your swine and poultry feed 
 Consider building a short-term water retention project on your property 
 Base fertilizer / manure application on your soil test results and on the needs of your 

crop 
 Establish and maintain some grass cover along waterways to help reduce erosion, catch 

sediment and provide wildlife habitat 
 
Request your Municipal and Provincial governments to: 

 Provide greater financial support to maintain the existing network of Provincial 
Waterways critical for the success of the farming community 

 Implement land use and development decisions that eliminate risk and protect your 
drinking water source 
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APPENDIX C: GLOSSARY 
 
Aquatic ecosystem – The components of the earth related to, living in or located in or on water 

or the beds or shores of a water body, including but not limited to: 
(a) all organic and inorganic matter, and  
(b) all living organisms and their habitat, 
and their interacting natural systems. 

 
Beneficial Management Practice (BMP) – a practical solution used to deal with soil and water 

conservation concerns, including techniques used to manage agricultural and urban 
runoff and modify agricultural waste management. 

 
Drinking water source – a source of drinking water for a public or semi-public water system as 

defined in The Drinking Water Safety Act. 
 
Ecological goods and services – are the natural services that healthy ecosystems provide to 

society such as the purification of air and water, water supply, raw materials (timber), 
recreation, habitat, scenery, waste treatment, climate stabilization, erosion control and 
sediment retention, regeneration of soil fertility, soil formation, carbon storage, biological 
control and pollination, to name a few. 

 
Non-point source pollution – is pollution that cannot be traced to a single site or source. It is 

often characterized by garbage, debris, trash, fertilizers, oils, pesticides and other waste 
and debris. 

 
Point source pollution – is pollution from a single identifiable source, such as a wastewater 

effluent pipe discharging into a river. 
 
Provincial Land Use Policies (PLUPs) – set of provincial polices describing the Provincial 

interest in sustainable land use and development. Local planning authorities use them 
as a guide when preparing their development plan. 

 
Riparian area – represents an area of land adjacent to a waterbody or watercourse that is 

saturated by groundwater or intermittently inundated by surface water at a frequency or 
duration sufficient to support the prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in 
saturated soil. 

 
Water Quality Index (WQI) – is a means to summarize large amounts of data into simple terms 

for reporting to management and the public in a consistent manner.  Similar to the UV 
index or an air quality index, it can tell us whether the overall quality of water bodies 
poses a potential threat to various uses of water, such as habitat for aquatic life, 
irrigation water for agriculture and livestock, recreation and aesthetics, and drinking 
water supplies. 

 
Zoning by-law – is a detailed planning tool document (text and maps) that regulates 

development to ensure that it is consistent with the objectives and policy of the 
development plan.  It contains all of the necessary finer details and specifications (i.e. 
multi-family vs. single family, fence height, yard size, etc.) related to land use and 
development. 

 


